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KIA ORA TO YOU ALL!
LOOK OUT FOR DETAILS OF OUR VIRTUAL

BOOKS ALIVE AUTHOR EVENTS, COORDINATED BY LIANZA,
VIA YOUR LOCAL PUBLIC OR SCHOOL LIBRARY!
TO FIND OUT MORE ABOUT THESE EVENTS AND

ABOUT ALL THE FINALIST BOOKS, VISIT
WWW.NZBOOKAWARDS.NZ

AND FOLLOW US ON
FACEBOOK.COM/NEWZEALANDCYABOOKAWARDS

INSTAGRAM.COM/NZCYA_AWARDS
TWITTER.COM/NZCYA

#NZCYA #BOOKSALIVE #READNZ

We love our sponsors!
The New Zealand Book Awards for Children and  

Young Adults would not be possible without the fantastic 
support of our whānau of funders:  

Creative New Zealand, HELL Pizza,  
Wright Family Foundation, LIANZA,  

Wellington City Council, Nielsen BookData,  
New Zealand Society of Authors, and 2022  

Books Alive venue partner, Tiakiwai Conference  
Centre at the National Library in Wellington.

https://www.nzbookawards.nz/new-zealand-book-awards-for-children-and-young-adults/


Kia ora tamariki mā! The finalists in the 2022 New Zealand 
Book Awards for Children and Young Adults have been 
announced. These are the very best books published for 
young readers this past year — selected by our amazing 
judges — and we know you will love them. 
We’ve created this book of fun activities to help you discover 
more about some of the finalist books, and to learn some 
cool, new things along the way! You can do the activities by 
yourself or with a friend or classmate, and even make up your 
own activities for some of the other books.
HELL Pizza is celebrating these awesome books too. If you 
love pizza and great books, just like us, then collect a pizza 
wheel to start reading your way to FREE pizza. Check out 
the HELL Reading Challenge page on the back cover of this 
booklet, or ask your local public or school library how you 
can get involved. They can also tell you about HELL’s Great NZ 
Book Trip, with more chances to learn, hear authors reading, 
and win prizes. 
Find out what is happening at your local library over the 
school holidays, and have fun reading! If you are based in 
Wellington, you can come along next term and meet your 
favourite author or illustrator at our Books Alive finalist 
events to be held on the day of the awards ceremony on  
10 August at the National Library. 
Ngā mihi mahana to the team from the National Library 
of New Zealand Services to Schools who created the great 
activities in this book. Enjoy them!

HAVE FUN WITH OUR 2022 
#NZCYA FINALISTS!



PICTURE BOOK 
AWARD

WORDPLAY, ANIMAL MISCHIEF, FIENDISH WHEKE, AND  
HAKA-CRAZY NANAS



There is a magnificent multi-layered 
cake in Ruth Paul’s Lion Guards the Cake. 

What fun new animals 
can you create? See 
the great examples 

in David Elliot’s 
Bumblebee Grumblebee

Decorate your own 
cake — a real one or 
a fabulous drawing. 
Will it be delicious, 
or made of a 
strange assortment 
of things you find 
around the house? 

Draw your cake or write a list of intriguing ingredients.

Q: What do you call a 
hippopotamus that 
gets spotty?

A: Hippospotamus

Now make up your own like 

the ones we made up here:

Q: What do you call a 
chimpanzee climbing 

a tree?
A: A chimpantree!

Q: What do you call 
a Katipō spider 
wearing a hat?

A: Hatipō!

Q: What do you call a 
tarantula in space?

A: Starantula!

© David Elliot



JUNIOR FICTION
WRIGHT FAMILY FOUNDATION 

ESTHER GLEN AWARD
TIME-TRAVEL, FOREST ADVENTURE, STOLEN MEMORIES, PROVING COURAGE, AND 

MAPPING SKILLS 



In Amorangi & Millie’s Trip Through 
Time Amorangi and 
Millie travel through 
time and meet their 
ancestors. 

Phil from The Tomo knows that 
‘…a knot might be the difference between life and death.’  

Which name goes with 
which knot? Match the 
words and the pictures.  
1. Reef knot 
2. Transom Knot 
3. Miller’s Knot 
4. Quick-release knot 
5. Butcher’s knot 
6. Halyard hitch 
7. Constrictor knot 

G I R L G UID
ES

Find out what your whānau were 
like when they were young. 

What did they play with for fun? 

What did they wear? 

What items would you save for your trip 
through time?

Find a book about knots, or look up ‘knots’ online, and see what you can tie yourself.

answers: 1=d 2=a, 3=g, 4=e, 5=b, 6=f, 7=c

A

d
g

cb

e

f



YOUNG ADULT 
FICTION AWARD

WAR CRAFT, PIONEERNG SPIRIT,  SPY GAMES, MAKING MUSIC,  AND A DEADLY VIRUS 



WAR CRAFT, PIONEERNG SPIRIT,  SPY GAMES, MAKING MUSIC,  AND A DEADLY VIRUS 
In Displaced both Eloise and Lars 
find New Zealand quite different 
from the homes they left behind. 

In Learning to Love 
Blue, Paige and 
her friends are in 
bands with some 
very strange names 
(Mudwriggle!) but 
are passionate 
about the music 
they play. 

What would the 
name of your band 
be and what five 
songs are on the 
band’s playlist for 
your set at the 
Vinyl concert?

band name:
song #1
song #2
song #3
song #4
song #5

PASSPORTURUWHENUA

If you travelled 
overseas, where would 
you go and what are 
some of the things you 
would have to adjust to? 
What would you take 
with you to remind you 
of home?



Equipment
• One dice and One counter for each player.

Instructions
• Each player puts their counter on the space marked Tīmata/Start.
• Take turns to roll the dice and move your counter accordingly.
• If your counter lands on a yellow square, miss a turn. 
• If your counter lands on a green square, go forward two squares.
• If your counter lands on a red square, go back two squares.
• The first player to land on the Kāinga/Home square wins!

Wheke 
Tu Meke 
Awesome 
Octopus

1 2 3

7 8 9

13 14 15

19 20 21

Tīmata/Start

play!

Wheke Kua Mau / 
Captured Wheke

Wheke Tarapī/
Squirting Wheke

Wheke Papawai/
Rockpool Wheke



He kēmu tēnei mā ngā 
mokopuna, kia rarata 

mai rātou ki ngā 
pukapuka.

This really fun game 
reflects five lovely 

books, About octopus 
and other sea life 

and haka!

Ngā Taputapu 
• kia kotahi te mataono tau, kia kotahi te perepere mō ia kaitākaro.

ngā Tohutohu
• Ka waihotia e ia kaitākaro tōna perepere ki te pouaka tīmatanga.
• ka riro i ia kaitākaro he wā ki te whiu i te mataono tau.
• ki te tau tō perepere ki te pouaka kōwhai, ka mahue koe i tētahi huringa. 
• ki te tau tō perepere ki te pouaka kākāriki, ka neke whakamua kia rua ngā pouaka.
• ki te tau tō perepere ki te pouaka whero, ka hoki whakamuri kia rua ngā pouaka.
• ki te tae tuatahi koe ki te pouaka kāinga, kua wikitōria koe!

53 4 6

9 10 11 12

15 16 17 18

21 22 23 24

Kāinga/home

play!

Wheke Moemoea /Dreaming Wheke

Wheke 
Whakamataku / 
Flying Wheke

Wheke Kua Mau/
Captured Wheke

Wheke Waimarie/
Fortunate Wheke

Whakaheke Roha/
Stingray Riding

Wheke Uwha/Mummy Wheke
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FUN WHEKE FACTS, OUT IN TE MOANA, OFF-TO-SLEEP, TE MATATINI, AND CLASS TRIP CHAOS TE REO MĀORI
WRIGHT FAMILY FOUNDATION 
TE KURA POUNAMU AWARD
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Tāniko are the decorative 
patterns on Māori garments. 
They’re usually GEOMETRIC, 
but some designs are based 
on nature, lines and even 
letters. 
What would your kapa  
haka outfit 
look like?

Let’s celebrate 
kapa haka 
outfits like 
those you see 
in Mokopuna 
Matatini! 
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NON-FICTION
ELSIE LOCKE AWARD

MĀORI GODS, AWESOME ART, BIG FEELINGS, TRAILBLAZERS, AND AMAZING ARACHNIDS 



In Draw Some Awesome Donovan shows 
us simple ways to show 
emotions on faces. Try 
drawing some of the 
emotions described 
in How Do I Feel? A 
Dictionary of Emotions 
for Children. Draw your 
own feelings, or create 
a portrait in words or 
pictures of one of your 
own heroes like those 
in Kia Kaha: A Storybook 
of Māori Who Changed the World.

Why Is 
That Spider 

Dancing 
in your 
whare? 

Keep a spider diary! 

Be a spider detective and search for 
spiders – try looking on the ceiling, 
in a dark corner, or in the garden.

Observe and identify your spider, 
note down its features or draw it. 
What is your spider doing?

Check on your spider each day for a 
week – has it moved or spun a web?

How do your whānau members 
react to spiders?

Remember not to touch any spiders!



ILLUSTRATION
RUSSELL CLARK AWARD

HEROES AND LEGENDS, HAKA MAGIC, A DARING MOOSE, FELINE ANTICS, AND OCTOPUS TREASURES



There are atua all around us. The 
earth under your feet is 
Papatūānuku, the trees all around 
are Tānemahuta and Ranginui is 
above us. Read about their origins 
in Gavin Bishop’s 
Atua: Māori 
Gods & Heroes. 

In The Eight Gifts of Te Wheke 
Tamati has to give Te Wheke gifts

Draw or make a model of  

Te Wheke the octopus. 

It could be a tiny solo 

drawing or work together 

as a group to make a  

giant collage. 

What treasures will you 

put in his eight tentacles? 



GIRL ON A QUEST, UNDERSTANDING AUTISM, FESTIVAL FUN, CHASING GHOSTS, AND LOST IN THE FOREST 

BEST FIRST BOOK  
NZSA AWARD



Do you think others would 
believe you if you said you’d 
seen a Patupaiarehe, as Nissa 
does in Spark Hunter, or 
something spooky like in  
My Cat Can See Ghosts? 

A sensory room 
is a place to  

help someone 
feel calm. 

In I Am 
Autistic 
we find 
out what 
it’s like to 
live with 
autism. 

What kind of things could you put 
into a room to make an autistic 
person feel comfortable? 

Make a mood board showing what you would include.

What could you say, or do, to convince them? 
Write down the conversation you had with them
or
a diary entry about your experience



Proudly sponsored by

Kia ora kids!
If you LOVE TO READ 

– then you’ll LOVE 

THETHE  HELLHELLREADING READING CHALLENGE 
CHALLENGE 20222022
READ 7 BOOKS AND GET A FREE 333 KIDS PIZZA!

www.nzbookawards.nz/hell-reading-challenge/
www.facebook.com/HELLReadingChallenge/

http://www.nzbookawards.nz/hell-reading-challenge/
http://www.facebook.com/HELLReadingChallenge/

